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Daniel Alemneh, Digital Curation Coordinator, Digital Libraries, University of North Texas 
Libraries, University of North Texas, Daniel.Alemneh@unt.edu 
 
Dr. Daniel Gelaw Alemneh is the Digital Curation Coordinator for Digital Libraries at the University of North 
Texas Libraries, where he manages and coordinates ETDs related activities. Daniel is also an Adjunct Faculty at 
UNT’s College of Information where he teaches indexing, abstracting, and information retrieval courses. 
 

David Armbruster, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, College of Graduate Health 
Sciences, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, darmbruster@uthsc.edu 
 
As Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, College of Graduate Health Sciences, at the University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center, David L. Armbruster, Ph.D., shared responsibility with Larry Tague for developing our 
ETD program beginning in the late 1990s. Shirley Hancock later joined the team and continues to be involved. 
Dr. Armbruster left the Graduate College in 2009 and retired from the university earlier this year. 
 

Nathalia Bauer, Coordinator of Information and Publications, College of Graduate Studies, 
University of Central Florida, editor@ucf.edu 
 
Nathalia has served as the thesis and dissertation editor for the University of Central Florida College of 
Graduate Studies since September 2007. Prior to her current position, Nathalia honed her editorial, project 
management, and presentation skills in the museum and non-profit fields At UCF, she is responsible for the 
format review and approval of all graduate theses and dissertations. She also works with offices across campus 
to collaboratively provide resources for students. 
 

Philip Bolton, Jr., Electronic Thesis and Dissertation Coordinator, Graduate School, Florida 
International University, philip.bolton.jr@gmail.com 
 
Philip Bolton, Jr. is the Electronic Thesis and Dissertation Coordinator at Florida International University in the 
Graduate School.  He led the transition to a mandatory ETD submission process and implemented the UMI ETD 
Administrator.  Additionally, Philip is a librarian with an interest in scholarly communication.  Last year, he 
presented at USETDA on assessing student needs.   
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Martin Brennan, Copyright and Licensing Librarian, UCLA Library, University of California, 
Los Angeles, martinjbrennan@library.ucla.edu 
 
Martin J. Brennan is the Copyright and Licensing Librarian for the UCLA Library, whose primary responsibilities 
including copyright outreach and education, with a great deal of time spent consulting with dissertation 
authors.  He is active on the ALA OITP Copyright Education Subcommittee and ACRL’s Research & Scholarly 
Environment Committee, and has completed a certification in Copyright Management and Leadership from the 
University of Maryland University College Center for Intellectual Property. 
 

Todd Bruns, Institutional Repository Librarian, Eastern Illinois University, tabruns@eiu.edu 
 
Todd Bruns has been the Institutional Repository Librarian at Eastern Illinois University since November 2010.  
He has been instrumental in the creation and growth of the EIU repository, The Keep, which is currently one of 
the fastest growing and largest repositories in the state of Illinois. 
 

Gail Clement, Associate Professor & Scholarly Communications Librarian, Texas A&M 
University Libraries, Texas A&M University, gclement@library.tamu.edu 
 
Gail Clement is an academic/research librarian with extensive experience in copyright education, scholarly 
electronic publishing and digital library development. Her publications record and areas of research include 
Copyright Education and Campus Copyright issues; Academic dissertations, theses, and other grey literature 
publishing; American dissertation publishing: history and trends; Scientific Repositories & Electronic Publishing; 
and the Intersection of Scholarly Communication & Information Literacy. She has been invited to develop 
copyright education programs for the United States ETD Association (USETDA) and has led training for both 
library and graduate school professionals in the areas of copyright, fair use, Open Access publishing and 
authors rights in publishing. Gail holds a BA in Geology from Carleton College, an MS in Geology from the 
University of Oregon, and an MLIS from the University of South Florida. She has earned Certificates in Digital 
Library Development from Cornell and Berkeley and in Copyright Management from the University of 
Maryland’s Center for Intellectual Property and the Special Libraries Association. 
 

Aaron Collier, Digital Repository Services Manager, Systemwide Digital Library Services, 
California State University, Office of the Chancellor, acollier@calstate.edu 
 
Aaron is the Digital Repository Services Manager, supporting institutional repository projects for the 
Systemwide Digital Library at California State University. In addition to supporting repository initiatives 
throughout the California State University system, using DSpace and Kaltura, he is developing a uniform deposit 
portal using the SWORD protocol in order to provide bulk and automated ingestion of scholarly material across 
several campuses. 
 

Micah Cooper, Software Applications Developer, Texas A&M University, 
jmicah@library.tamu.edu 
 
Micah Cooper is a Software Applications Developer for the Texas A&M University Libraries and has been 
actively involved in the development of Vireo 2.0. 
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Mike Diaz, Executive Director, Marketing, ProQuest, mike.diaz@proquest.com 
 
As ProQuest Executive Director, Marketing, Mike currently manages the company's strategic outreach efforts 
with libraries, graduate schools, and other key customers and partners worldwide. Prior to joining ProQuest, 
Mike worked as Director of International Marketing at Gale and as an analyst at the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, where helped US technology companies to expand internationally.  Mike holds degrees from 
American University and University of Vermont and has studied at Oxford, London School of Economics, 
Georgetown and University of Michigan. 
 

William J. Donovan, Digital Imaging & Curation Manager/ETD administrator, Boston College, 
bill.donovan@bc.edu 
 
Before becoming a librarian, Bill Donovan was a vision scientist applying color and image science to digital 
technologies. He joined the Boston College Libraries in 2007 where he is now their Digital Imaging & Curation 
Manager. As director of their ETD program, he has recently helped establish policies limiting embargoes. Bill is 
an active member of the MetaArchive Cooperative 
 

Thomas Dowling, Director of Technologies, Z. Smith Reynolds Library, Wake Forest 
University, dowlintp@wfu.edu 
 
Thomas Dowling has worked with ETDs since 2000 and with library search interfaces since the early 1990s.  He 
was the original designer and developer of the OhioLINK ETD Center, a consortial repository of over 40,000 
theses and dissertations from 26 universities. In 2009, the NDLTD named Dowling an ETD Leadership Award 
winner. An advocate for making information both open and findable, and an inveterate web tinkerer, Dowling 
introduced OATD in April 2013 
 

Christine Dromgoole, Assistant Editor, Thesis Office/Office of Graduate and Professional 
Studies, Texas A&M University, cdromgoole@tamu.edu 
 
Christine Dromgoole is an Assistant Editor in the Thesis Office at Texas A&M University. She has worked in the 
Thesis Office since June 2008. In addition to reviewing theses and dissertations for format and approval, she is 
involved in managing and creating Microsoft Word templates, analyzing data from student feedback surveys, 
and managing the post-clearance availability of sensitive ETDs. She also works with students to provide 
trainings, workshops, and lectures to assist them with the creation and submission of their ETDs. She received 
her B.A. in English from the University of North Texas in 2007. 
 

Steven Fitzgerald, Associate Professor, Computer Science, California State University, 
Northridge, steven.fitzgerald@csun.edu 
 
Steven Fitzgerald is an Associate Professor of Computer Science at California State University, Northridge, and 
his teaching focus is on operating systems, compilers, and networking.  He is the current director of the 
Pioneering Technology Group. During his tenure, Steve has also held several administrative positions including:  
Information Security Officer, Director of Academic Technology, and Chief Technology Officer. 
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Crystal Goldman, Scholarly Communications Librarian, San Jose State University, 
crystal.goldman@sjsu.edu 
 
Crystal Goldman is the Scholarly Communications Librarian for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library at San Jose 
State University. She has an extensive background in outreach and library instruction. For the past two years, 
Ms. Higgins and Ms. Goldman have been coordinating the SJSU ScholarWorks institutional repository. 
 

Teri Green, Thesis and Dissertation Services Specialist, College of Graduate Studies, 
University of Toledo, Teresa.Green@utoledo.edu 
 
Teri Green is the Thesis and Dissertation Services Specialist in the College of Graduate Studies at the University 
of Toledo.  After almost two decades in the private sector, living and working in the Mid-West (with a four –
year tour of the West Coast), Teri returned to the University of Toledo in 2004 to further her education.  It was 
there she re-discovered her passion for helping students while she taught composition and tutored at the 
university’s Writing Center.  She embarked on a M.E. degree in Higher Education as she was finishing her M.A. 
degree in English, leading her to the College of Graduate Studies.  There, her experience and connections with 
teaching and tutoring, coupled with her research interest in workplace documents and processes, have allowed 
her to establish and reinforce enhanced services to the University of Toledo graduate community. 
 

Diane Gurman, Scholarly Communication and Licensing Librarian, UCLA Library, University of 
California, Los Angeles, dgurman@library.ucla.edu 
 
Diane Gurman is the Scholarly Communication and Licensing Librarian for the UCLA Library. Her responsibilities 
include negotiating licenses for electronic resources, and outreach regarding copyright and open access. She is 
also a member of the ALA Committee on Legislation (COL) and the COL Subcommittee on Copyright. 

 

John Hagen, Consultant/Owner, Renaissance Scholarly Communications, 
John.Hagen@renaissance-scholar.com 
 
John H. Hagen is an independent Scholarly Communications Consultant, based in Morgantown, West Virginia. 
Originally from Flint, Michigan, Hagen studied sociology at Michigan State University, where he launched his 
career at the MSU Libraries in 1987. Hagen’s extensive academic library background includes management the 
of Institutional Repository (IR) programs and coordination of the Electronic Thesis and Dissertation (ETD) 
program at the West Virginia University (WVU) Libraries from 1989–2011. He was also Chair of the WVU ETD/IR 
Task Force, where he guided the development of program policies and procedures. Hagen presently serves on 
the Board of Directors for the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD), an international 
non-profit consortium of hundreds of universities (since 1998). In 2002 he founded the Appalachian Regional 
ETD Consortium to promote ETD program implementation in the mountain states. In 2007 he received the Ohio 
ETD Leadership Award from the Ohio ETD Association (OETDA). In 2009 Hagen received the NDLTD’s 
International ETD Leadership Award.  In addition, he presently serves as a founding member on the Board of 
Directors for the United States ETD Association (USETDA), a non-profit organization which promotes the 
adoption of state-wide ETD associations and support networks for libraries and graduate schools nationwide. In 
2012 the American Library Association appointed Hagen to serve as a legislative advocate to assist with 
legislative reform in support of open access to publicly funded research. Hagen was appointed in 2013 to serve 
on the Advisory Board for the Open Access Theses and Dissertations (OATD) project. 
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Lou Haines, Assistant to the Dean of the Graduate School, Miami University, 
hainesla@miamioh.edu 
 
Lou Haines is the Assistant to the Dean of the Graduate School at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.  Lou joined 
Miami University in 2006 and has been in her current position as Dean’s Assistant since 2007.  Lou has been 
involved with all aspects of management and development of graduate school operations, especially working 
with graduate assistants and graduating students.  Prior to joining Miami University, Lou was a senior legal 
assistant in a large Columbus, Ohio law firm for 35 years.  Lou has attended The Ohio State University, Ohio 
University and Miami University.   
 

Dr. Martin Halbert, Dean of Libraries, Associate Professor, College of Information, University 
of North Texas, Martin.Halbert@unt.edu 
 
Halbert has a Ph.D. in interdisciplinary liberal arts from Emory University; his research examined the future of 
digital scholarship and research library services. He has served as principal investigator for grants and contracts 
totaling more than $6 M during the past six years, funding more than a dozen large scale collaborative projects 
among many educational institutions.  Halbert has previously worked for Emory University, Rice University, UT 
Austin, and the IBM Corporation. 
 

Laura Hammons, Director, Office of Graduate and Professional Studies, Texas A&M 
University, lhammons@tamu.edu 
 
Laura is the Director of Graduate Records Processing and Thesis Office in the Office of Graduate and 
Professional Studies at Texas A&M University. She holds a bachelor’s degree in biology and a master’s degree in 
educational human resource development, both from Texas A&M. Laura is on track to receive her doctorate 
degree in Educational Human Resource Development in August 2013 from the same institution. She serves as a 
co-chair for the Texas Digital Library Vireo Users Group, whose goal is to guide future development of Vireo, 
encourage use, and facilitate interaction among users. Laura is a board member for the Texas ETD Association 
and led efforts in 2009 to establish TxETDA as the second state-wide ETD Association in the U.S. She is also one 
of the founders of the US ETD Association, where she currently serves on the Board of Directors. In 2011, Laura 
received the NDLTD International ETD Leadership Award. 
 

Yan Han, Associate Librarian, University of Arizona, hany@u.library.arizona.edu 
 
Yan is currently responsible for digitization, digital preservation, and scholarship publishing (e.g. Electronic 
Theses and Dissertations, Digital Collections).  He has been involved with grants working with national and 
international libraries and information centers.  He and Atifa Rawan have been collaborating on with Afghan 
Center at Kabul University to preserve and create access to Afghanistan literature, a project to catalog, digitize, 
and create metadata for a unique collection of documents related to Afghanistan.  The collection contains over 
3,000 titles with 600,000 pages of unique Afghanistan material. 
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Shirley Hancock, shirleyhancock@gmail.com 
 
Shirley Hancock retired from Federal Express in 2004 after 23 years, primarily as manager of Air Operations 
Division (AOD) Publications. During her tenure, she received FedEx Star Leadership Awards for devising the 
following key innovations: AOD Online Library, Online AOD Knowledge Management System, and a 
breakthrough process for delivering manuals on the internet and gaining FAA approval. A Fellow in the Society 
for Technical Communication, Shirley served in several international board-level positions and from 1985 to 
2004 was a frequent judge and manager of STC publications competitions, including the International 
Audiovisual Competition and International Online Publications Competition. After retiring, Shirley began 
consulting with the Graduate School at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center (UTHSC) in Memphis, 
TN. In 2006 she became manager of the Thesis/Dissertation Review Process and in 2007 developed page specs 
for online manuals and created an online Guide to the Preparation of Electronic Theses and Dissertations and 
other student aids. Later she devised various Microsoft Word templates for creation of ET/Ds and forms, with 
coding assistance from Electronic Resources Administration.  Throughout her time with UT, Shirley has regularly 
made presentations at the ET/D Workshops held twice a year for students and faculty and has recently begun 
having online conferences with students in her Adobe Connect office. 
 

Emily A. Hicks, Associate Professor and Director of Information Acquisition & Organization, 
University Libraries, University of Dayton, ehicks1@udayton.edu 
 
Emily A. Hicks is Associate Professor and Director of Information Acquisition & Organization in the University 
Libraries at the University of Dayton.  Emily oversees ETD cataloging, conducts ETD formatting and submission 
training, and serves as advisor to the Graduate School on ETD-related matters.  She earned her M.L.S. from the 
University of Kentucky and B.A. from Transylvania University. 
 

Devin Higgins, Digital Library Programmer, Libraries, Michigan State University, 
higgi135@msu.edu 
 
Devin Higgins is Digital Library Programmer at Michigan State University. His current professional interests 
include text mining, data visualization, and digital collections that promote user exploration. 
 

Silke Higgins, Digital Initiatives Librarian, San Jose State University, silke.higgins@sjsu.edu 
 
Silke Higgins is the Digital Initiatives Librarian San Jose State University’s King Library. She brings to the position 
an intellectual property paralegal background, as well as an abundance of enthusiasm for all things bits and 
bytes. For the past two years, Ms. Higgins and Ms. Goldman have been coordinating the SJSU ScholarWorks 
institutional repository. 
 

Martha Hruska, Associate University Librarian for Collection Services, University of 
California, San Diego, mhruska@ucsd.edu 
 
Martha Hruska is Associate University Librarian for Collection Services at UC San Diego. She has worked in 
collections and technical services in academic libraries for over 25 years, previously as Associate Director of 
Technology Services at the University of Florida and earlier in various technical services positions at Rutgers 
University. She has a BA degree from Douglass College and her MLS from Rutgers. 
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Jill Kleister, Graduate Reader, Toulouse Graduate School, University of North Texas, 
Jill.Kleister@unt.edu 
 
Jill Kleister has been the Graduate Reader at the University of North Texas since July 2002.  She is responsible 
for reviewing all theses and dissertations for the entire university on behalf of the Toulouse Graduate School 
dean.  She reviews documents for grammar and format issues, as well as copyright and plagiarism concerns. 
 

Stacey Knight-Davis, Head of Technology, Booth Library, Eastern Illinois University, 
slknight@eiu.edu 
 
Stacey Knight-Davis is the Head of Technology at Booth Library at Eastern Illinois University.  She oversees 
technology management at the library, including maintenance of server infrastructure and digital preservation 
facilities. 
 

Sue Kunda, Digital Scholarship Librarian, Center for Digital Scholarship and Services, OSU 
Libraries and Press,  Sue.kunda@oregonstate.edu
 
Sue oversees ScholarsArchive@OSU, Oregon State University’s institutional repository, and recruits content 
from academic units, faculty, researchers, graduate students, and undergraduates. She also educates the 
campus community and writes about issues such as scholarly communication, author rights, open access, 
copyright, and fair use. You can find a sampling of her work at: http://bit.ly/1dQA3qA. 
 

Emily Lin, Head, Digital Assets, University of California, Merced, elin@ucmerced.edu 
 
Emily Lin is Head of Digital Assets and member of the executive team at the University of California, Merced 
Library. She began her career at UC Merced as part of the team of founding librarians, two years before the 
campus opened in 2005. She has overseen the development of digital library and digital curation services at UC 
Merced. 
 

M. Sara Lowe, Educational Services Assessment & Instruction Librarian, Claremont Colleges 
Library, Claremont University Consortium, sara_lowe@cuc.claremont.edu 
 
Sara has undergraduate and graduate degrees in history as well as an MLS from Indiana University, 
Bloomington.  She has worked in many different areas of librarianship including special, public, and academic 
libraries.  She has served as electronic resources librarian at both Drake University and the Claremont Colleges 
Library and was a reference and instruction librarian at the Drake University Law Library. 
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Austin McLean, Director, Scholarly Communication and Dissertation Publishing, ProQuest, 
Austin.McLean@proquest.com 

 
Austin McLean is the Director of Scholarly Communication and Dissertation Publishing for ProQuest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. He oversees staff that develops and manages Dissertations and Master’s Theses publishing and 
products in all formats (digital, print, and microfilm).   Austin also works in areas of scholarly communication 
and digital preservation at ProQuest, including coordinating the recent analysis of the ProQuest Dissertation 
and Theses Database (PQDT), which was part of a Center for Research Libraries (CRL) study funded by the 
National Science Foundation (NSF).  Austin is a frequent speaker at library conferences, having presented at 
Coalition of Networked Information, Online Information, American Library Association, ETD 2012, and Internet 
Librarian.  He serves as Treasurer of the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD), a non-
profit group dedicated to sharing knowledge and best practices for Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETDs). 
 

Gail McMillan, Director, Center for Digital Research and Scholarship Services; Professor, 
University Libraries, Virginia Tech, gailmac@vt.edu 
 
McMillan has been involved with the ETD movement since the mid-90s. She was a leader of the ETD initiative at 
Virginia Tech, the first university to require that graduate students submit online theses and dissertations. She 
has helped numerous universities establish their ETD programs and is a founding member of the Networked 
Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations and has participated in each of its 15 conferences. 
[http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/staff/gailmac/Gailshp.html] 

 
Carmen Mitchell, Institutional Repository Librarian, California State University San Marcos, 
cmitchell@csusm.edu 
 
Carmen Mitchell is the Institutional Repository Librarian at Cal State San Marcos. Prior to CSUSM, she worked 
as a Digital Projects Librarian at Loyola Marymount University, and in the Open Collections Program at Harvard. 
Before getting her Master of Science, Library and Information Science from Simmons College in 2008, Carmen 
had a career in book publishing. 
 

Bethany Nash, Research Library Fellow, Emory University, Bethany.nash@emory.edu 
 
Bethany Nash is a member of Emory University’s second cohort of Research Library Fellows, a program 
designed for new professional librarians. Before earning her MLIS, Nash spent over eight years working in the 
marketing communications field where she managed advertising campaigns, websites, media and community 
relations, program development, and other related tasks. Prior to working at Emory University, she completed 
a year-long digitization project, which focused on the papers of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. She now works on 
Emory’s ETD program, digitization initiatives, metadata, reference, and digital humanities projects. 
 

Kristi Park, Program Coordinator, Texas Digital Library, kristi.park@austin.utexas.edu 
 
Kristi Park serves as Program Coordinator for the Texas Digital Library, where she has worked since 
2009. At the TDL, she coordinates services for member librarians and faculty, oversees content creation for the 
TDL websites, and organizes the annual Texas Conference on Digital Libraries. Kristi has a B.A. in English from 
Texas A&M University and an M.A. in English from the University of Texas at Austin. 
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Maria L. Pena, Systems Analyst, Digital Services Division, Henry Madden Library, California 
State University, Fresno, mariap@csufresno.edu 
 
Maria is the ILS systems administrator and digitization projects manager at California State University, Fresno.  
 

Marisa Ramirez, Digital Scholarship Services Librarian, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
mramir14@calpoly.edu 
 
Marisa Ramirez is the Digital Scholarship Services Librarian at Cal Poly – San Luis Obispo. In this position, she 
supports the development and implementation of library services to reflect the changing landscape of scholarly 
publishing. In addition to overseeing outreach, content recruitment, digitization and ingest for the campus 
repository, Marisa provides instruction and consultation to Cal Poly students, faculty and staff on issues related 
to copyright and fair use, scholarly communication and open access, publishing and emerging e-scholarship 
efforts.  Marisa led the campus implementation of the DigitalCommons@CalPoly in 2008 and architected the 
electronic thesis and senior project workflow processes in subsequent years. 
 

Michele Reilly, Head of Digital Services, University of Houston Libraries, University of 
Houston, mreilly@uh.edu 
 
Michele Reilly is the Head of Digital Services at the University of Houston Libraries. Her duties include the 
creation and maintenance of the Library's digital library, the institutional repository, all digital preservation and 
curation activities and in determining the direction of all future digital projects. She received her MLS from 
Indiana University with a dual focus of collection development and library management. Her interests include 
the preservation of digital materials, the future of digital technologies, how users are affected and use these 
technologies and Digital Humanities. 
 

Angela Riggio, Head, Scholarly Communication and Licensing, UCLA Library, University of 
California, Los Angeles, ariggio@library.ucla.edu 
 
Angela Riggio is currently the head of Scholarly Communication and Licensing, a unit which is responsible for 
much of the Library-based outreach to students and faculty on open access, alternative publishing options, and 
copyright education. The unit is also responsible for the licensing, acquisition, and maintenance of 
commercially acquired electronic resources by the UCLA Library, and for the licensing of Library-owned content 
to commercial industries and outside institutions. She has served on the steering group of the Digital Library 
Federation Electronic Resource Management Initiative (2002-2009), and currently chairs the Library’s Electronic 
Resource Management System Implementation Team.  She has completed a certification in Copyright 
Management and Leadership from the University of Maryland University College Center for Intellectual 
Property. 
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Matt Schultz, Program Manager, Educopia Institute, MetaArchive Cooperative, 
matt.schultz@metaarchive.org 
 
Matt Schultz is currently serving as the Program Manager for the MetaArchive Cooperative, a program of the 
Educopia Institute. In addition to serving as Program Manager for MetaArchive, he is also contributing to the 
IMLS-funded Lifecycle Management of ETD project (2011-2013) that is studying and documenting curation and 
preservation practices for electronic theses & dissertations. Matt graduated Spring 2009 with a Master of 
Science in Information degree at the University of Michigan's School of Information. He specialized in Archives 
& Records Management, Digital Preservation, and Human-Computer Interaction. 
 

David Seitz, Consultant, bepress Consulting Services, dseitz@bepress.com 
 
Dave Seitz has been specializing in electronic thesis and dissertation (ETD) workflows since 2011.  A consultant 
from bepress Consulting Services, he shares his expertise from working with many graduate departments and 
schools that use Digital Commons to solve unique ETD needs on campus. 
 

Daniel Short, Dissertation Publishing Coordinator, ProQuest LLC, Dan.Short@proquest.com 
 
Daniel Short is a Dissertation Publishing Coordinator at ProQuest LLC.  Daniel has been with the Dissertations 
Program at ProQuest for 25 years. 
 

Veronica Showers, Client Development Manager, Aries System Corporation, 
vshowers@ariessys.com 
 
Bio: Veronica Showers has 7 years of experience in the software and information industry in the US, Canada, 
Mexico and South America.  She has worked with leading publishers, such as the Public Library of Science and 
the American Psychological Association, in the evaluation and selection of an online peer review system called 
Editorial Manager®.  Prior to joining Aries, Veronica worked in the higher education recruitment industry where 
she focused on K12 professional development programs.  On a personal note, Veronica has twin toddlers and 
resides in beautiful Colorado. 
 

Shannon Stark, Strategic Projects Librarian, University of North Texas, 
Shannon.Stark@unt.edu 
 
Stark is the Strategic Projects Librarian at UNT, which happens to be the same university she earned her MS in 
information science from in 2010. She also has a degree in psychology, which has proven to be a great help in 
her current work revolving around open access, data management, and ETDs. 
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Ryan Steans, Director of Operations, Texas Digital Library, rsteans@austin.utexas.edu 
 
Ryan Steans is the Director of Operations at the Texas Digital Library, a 14-member consortium of Texas 
research university libraries.  The TDL provides technical services, training, user support and a base for the 
community of librarians developing digital projects within the Lone Star State.  Ryan holds bachelor’s degrees in 
Communications and History from the University of Texas at Austin.  Ryan assisted in the founding of the Vireo 
Users Group and continues to work closely with the organization.  He helps to oversee the Texas Conference on 
Digital Libraries and is an ex-oficio member of the Governing Board of the Texas Digital Library.  Prior to his 
arrival at the TDL, Ryan has been a Producer with Enspire Learning, Manager of Distance Learning at the Fulton 
School of Engineering at Arizona State University, and a Project Manager and Distance Learning Coordinator at 
UT Engineering’s Faculty Innovation Center.   He doesn't talk about it much, but he knows a surprising amount 
about Superman. 
 

Zoe Stewart-Marshall, Assistant Director of User Services, OhioLINK, zoe@ohiolink.edu 
 
Zoe Stewart-Marshall is the Assistant Director of User Services at OhioLINK.  Zoe serves as liaison to the Ohio 
ETD community. 
 

Sean Stone, Science and Asian Studies Librarian, Claremont Colleges Library, Claremont 
University Consortium, sean_stone@cuc.claremont.edu 
 
Sean has degrees in biology and Japanese language and literature as well as an MLS from Indiana University, 
Bloomington.  Prior to his current position at the Claremont Colleges Library, he was the pharmacy/science 
librarian at Drake University.   
 

Allegra Swift, Digital Initiatives Librarian, Claremont Colleges Library, Claremont University 
Consortium, Allegra_Swift@cuc.claremont.edu 
 
Allegra Swift manages the Claremont Colleges Library Center for Digital Initiatives -libraries.claremont.edu/cdi/. 
Starting out at the Claremont University Consortium as the Metadata Librarian for the Claremont Colleges 
Digital Library, Allegra’s responsibilities have grown along with the services and collections connected with 
scholarly communications needs at the campuses. Scholarship@Claremont, Claremont’s faculty and student 
scholarship and publishing platform, was added to the library’s repertoire in 2010. Allegra advocates for 
providing access to research across the library and colleges with growing rates of participation, including 
several of the colleges and departments requiring students to deposit their senior theses in 
Scholarship@Claremont - scholarship.claremont.edu. 
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Larry Tague, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs, College of Graduate Health Sciences, 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center, ltague@uthsc.edu 
 
Larry Tague was recruited to join the Department of Physiology at the University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center (UTHSC) in Memphis in 1989 as a Research Associate and specialist in scientific computing.  While at 
UTHSC he has published several physiological papers, participated as PI or Co-PI on 6+ grants focused on 
extramural community computing and education initiatives, and served on many institutional committees 
including the first ETD committee (1997-Present).  He cites his work on the ETD committee and his continued 
commitment to the ETD process as being of the greatest importance. While directing and organizing a Memphis 
Educational Computer Connectivity Alliance (MECCA) regional conference (MECCA-ITEC “Country Store” 
Conference: Community and Academic Networking for Education - 1998), he also served on the planning 
committee and was a co-organizer of the 1st NDLTD International ETD Symposium (prototype) co-located with 
the aforementioned conference. Larry served on the planning committee and was a session Chair and 
Moderator for the 3rd NDLTD International ETD Symposium (St. Petersburg, FL - 2000). Since retiring from 
Physiology in 2011, he has continued part-time as Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs in The College of 
Graduate Health Sciences (2008-Present). Since assuming this position, he has been the Director of the campus 
ETD program. Books: 1; peer reviewed publications: 20; Abstracts/presentations and auxillary publications: 40+ 
 

Kate Vigna, California State University, Northridge, katevigna@gmail.com 
 
Kate Vigna is a Computer Science Masters graduate from CSU Northridge. She is the lead software developer of 
the ETD project. 
 

David Walker, Director, Systemwide Digital Library Services, California State University, 
Office of the Chancellor, dwalker@calstate.edu 
 
In his position as Director, David oversees the design, development, and implementation of discovery and 
institutional repository systems across all 23 California State University campuses.  The Office of the Chancellor 
provides a hosted institutional repository service for all CSU campuses, using DSpace as the platform, and over 
the past couple of years has worked with a number of CSU libraries and external groups to integrate DSpace 
with external submission systems for ETDs and other types of material using SWORD.  Much of David’s own 
work focuses on the integration of open source library systems with vendor-developed library and campus 
systems, and he has spoken widely on this work and research at library technology conferences. 
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Stacy Wallace, Coordinator, Graduate School Editorial Office, University of Florida, 
beloved@ufl.edu 
 
Stacy, a graduate of the University of Florida herself, is the Coordinator of UF’s Graduate School Editorial Office, 
the office responsible for reviewing all UF theses and dissertations before publication. This office also publishes 
the UF Graduate Catalog and coordinates meetings of the Graduate Curriculum Committee.  The UF Graduate 
School Editorial Office serves students, faculty, and staff with thesis, dissertation, and curriculum issues. For 
students, this office oversees the thesis and dissertation process, offering help and guidance to ensure all 
theses and dissertations meet UF's high standards and are ready for electronic submission and digital archiving.  
The UF Graduate School Editorial Office works directly with students to help improve the quality of ETDs for the 
University of Florida and the larger scholarly community. This office examines each thesis or dissertation for 
overall format and mechanics. On behalf of the UF Graduate School Dean, the Editorial Office ensures each ETD 
meets all requirements for future archiving, preserving, and publishing by the University of Florida's Libraries.   
 

Jeff Wiegley, Associate Professor, Computer Science, California State University, Northridge, 
jeffw@csun.edu 
 
Jeff Wiegley is an Associate Professor of Computer Science at CSU Northridge. He was the previous director of 
the Pioneering Technology group. His areas of expertise include software programming, systems administration 
and network design. 
 

Perry Willett, Digital Preservation Service Manager, California Digital Library, 
perry.willett@ucop.edu 
 
Perry Willett is the Digital Preservation Service Manager in the University of California Curation Center (UC3) at 
the California Digital Library (CDL). Previously, he worked in digital libraries at the University of Michigan and 
Indiana University. 
 

Debra Winter, Director, Graduate Financial Assistance and Publications, College of Graduate 
Studies, University of Central Florida, debra.winter@ucf.edu 
 
Debra has been a member of the University of Central Florida College of Graduate Studies staff since 1996. In 
her position as director she oversees the graduate student financial assistance and publications areas, which 
includes theses and dissertations. Prior to serving at UCF, Debra was employed with Florida State University 
and University of Georgia. Debra has earned both her Master of Arts and PhD degrees at the University of 
Central Florida. 
 

Michele Wyngard, Digital Repository Coordinator, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
mwyngard@calpoly.edu 
 
Michele Wyngard is the Digital Repository Coordinator at the Robert E. Kennedy Library at Cal Poly – San Luis 
Obispo.  In addition to managing the DigitalCommons@CalPoly, a digital repository that provides online open 
access to scholarship and research produced by Cal Poly faculty, she coordinates electronic student work 
submissions, including senior projects and master’s theses. Her current ETD interests include long-term 
preservation methods, disseminating information on copyright issues, and developing campus partnerships. 
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